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WHAT THE LIBERAL CLUB STANDS FOR

While there are numerous places in Los Angeles where the many
sects, churches, socicties. and political parties expound their peculiar
ideas, there is but one society in this city, whose platform is as broa
as human freedom, and from which the opinions and sentiments of
all who will conform to decent usages can be frecly expressed.

his society is the Los Angeles Liberal Club. It holds meetings 11
ammoth Hall, 517 South Broadway, ever Sunday evemng, an
extends the right hand of fellowship to all who are in favor of getling
out of the deep ruts of bigotry, superstition and error. ~All who dare
to think for themselyes are invited to attend its meetings, The i
has no creed to which you are asked to subscribe, but is in favor ©
Free Thought, Free Speech, Free Press, and everything that i
break the chains of mental bondage, ignorance and superstition.
_you are in sympathy with the aims mentioned hereim, attend‘t'hese
:Efiegtil;lf; :nccl! you x_«;{ill' o{ten listen to the best literary, Ethical’ poluiZy
nd scientific talent of which Los Angeles can boast. -
! }-EI:ISTORY: _The: Los Angeles Liberal Club was foundeld 1 D’:e
mber, 1900, primarily as a permanent organization for holding Pai
and Ingersol] memorials,
2 lleebrua}ry, 1901, it was formally organized with the Nine [l)jy
ands of Liberalism as its platform. It then began holding wee as
:r;eetmgs_ from October to June of each year. In March, 1903, l]t9‘55'
it ﬁrial.uzed and a Constitution and By-laws adopted. __}unB 'I 4 Meet-
in tcorporated under the laws of the State of California.
gz)a]g‘eéleld on every Sunday in the year. ining Eruc

Sl T Wlihel clib s formed for the purpose of g plishment
) Ng_e an[gl spreading it. Its specific object is the accompis

PRINIDCEIP emands of Liberalism. : hat im-
Blied i s Objars. 26 €lob has o other principles than that I
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Marriage and Divorree

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: . e
In these days of general progress, rapid changes, and surprising
events, we find the clergy as stationary as ever and as mu_ch opposed
to liberty as they always have been. Liberty to them 1s the most
offensive word ‘in -the English language, and to keep_the mass of
mankind from enjoying it, has a]\_n;ays bf:en the prime object gf priest-
craft.  Just now marriage and divorce is a perfect hobby with t_hem,
and they are doing their best to make escape from unhappy marriages
harder and more dificult.  From the puip1t aqd th_rough_the press thg:y
are making a great commotion, and their object is to influence legis-
lation so as to control society as they think it should be; for assum-
ing the existence of a phantom termed God, and professing to be
his mouth-piece; they demand that .statute laws shqll conform to
their wishes. There was a time when they had their own way in
everything, and no one could oppose them with impunity, but the
present is different, and I propose to express a few thoughts on this
subject that conflict with theirs and the God_they speak for.
Now what js marriage and why shou_lcl 1t_be regul.:ated and con-
trolled by priests and preachers. Mar_rlage is the un}ilgn of a man
and woman for the purpose of enjoymng companionship, making a
home, and reproducing their species if desired.  It.is a matter that
concerns them more than it does society or the priest, for on the1_r
fitness and adaptation for each other depends their peace and happi-
ness in life, and if the wrong man and the unsuitable woman are caught

in the matrimonial net, the result is hell of the worst kind, though

their marriage was termed a ‘:sacrament" and splemnized _wilh_ all
the pomp and splendor of religious customs and social cunventlonaht{es.

ut you cannot nullify the work of Nature by forms and ceremonies,
and when she has placed natural barriers betwee_n men and women,
a marriage ceremony cannot remove_the same. It is not fnlways knmyn
at time of marriage that such barriers exist, and for this reason mis-
takes are frequently made. Everybody knows t,hat CD‘frtShlp‘ 1s polite
deception, and that sex passion in most cases is the impelling force
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that brings men and women together. So there is no good reason
Fordmde stepgmg this fact, or turning from it with a faisc sense Df
?0 esty, for it is the master passion in human beings and is excelled
y only one other thing; and that is the love of life itself, or self
E:‘:iﬁ;}'attcln. No man or woman born into this world is natural ‘and
fermed ?ﬁees‘sﬁ??n E"”“ﬁ:’«‘:l_ncl he or she who lacks what is sometimes
T tl\t’llne fire,”” is deficient in the force _and vim that 1s
B s;f; Iedel_‘ldless struggle for existence. Without it [I*.ey'1['lail
g ic}:n eban 1}? many cases prematurely ,deparlt t}n‘s ]Ifﬂ;, which
i gj_\ een f}e_baszs for the clergyman’s claim that the good
o young‘ o ‘s youth 1s pre-eminently the period of passion, it drives
S ignorapcoe marrrla_?e, wl‘;en_ experience mn life is very limited and
Bl o tDre_\ El]lf regarding themselevs and the world; so it 1s
of misery aqda Iﬁusm:‘es are many, and such unions are productve
et pﬂ;qi‘:tunt appiness.  But the clergy don’t care for that, and
it shall be fo -enl.fm demanding that where marriage has taken place
later oy and i ]regard]ess of natural antagonisms that develop
other bu‘t iPsur:Ct only make husband and wife_ cordially hate eac{l
love dies a;ld nctonmiant quarrels and_ perpetual inharmony. Thouga
i b@l’]ir\rs urad aversion takes its place, “the man w}]? buitonﬁ
the other ﬁﬂzair; o?ni'fsp'eaks for_God, says: “'no divoree. I‘n ETt

has been made not ; e it 1s C'?Ilsldered very foohsh_ when a mistaxe
comes to marriage [},O rectify it as quickly as possible, but when 1t
fife, the Ullimati’ 1€ most important event 1q a }:nan an_d womani
stand and sha]] ;:t S_!E())es for‘th ff,om the pulpit: “the mistake mUSI
attention to one fact: Cle nullificd And right here I want to ca

know they are totall ergymen will unite people in marriage when they
they do not care if“tlwy u{nht F_OT each ather, just to get their fee, ap

o, )}“—‘_“' 1gtt Jike cats and dogs ever after.

e up such inco € hypocnisy of these unctuous individuals when thﬂ):'
“What God h h“ffl‘pous characters and solemnly intone these words!
o g ath joined together let no man put asunder.” They kno¥

I innumer

religious ritZE]eanEases’ Pﬂat' t}he marriage they are officiating at Wit
,' Nld ceremonials, is ] : : ust an
will be productive of an mproper one; that it m

yet the Wre_tc}fedness and woe to those taking the vow®
fight ityogfnahe%f _angl tie the ‘invi‘sible knot and virtually say, ~no¥
aws and thep tO-EH idea of life is to regulate everything_ by Stawti
NEVer prevail Withoctompe-l conformation; believing that liberty muﬁll
at will,  Thjs }, 111 strings on it that those in authority cap P?l
; 125 always been the conception of priesteraft, and naturd
ons have been condemned and denounced as sinful

esires and inclinat;
o live natural I;
al lives and respond to the impulses of Nature, has

always been wrong in their eyes, and they have held, that that old
Jew book to which they have appended the title: the Word of God,
must be the guide and controlling influence in men’s lives. They
have never been students of Nature but have always given this old
book preference when deciding how to live and what to do.  YWhat
the mythical Jesus thought, who never married or had a home of his
own in the story, is their idea of marriage and divorce, and nothing
else can he tolerated for a moment. . If there are divorces, (which
the Catholic Church denies unless well paid in cash), they must be
for only one cause, which Jesus approved, and that is adultery.. No
matter what agony of mind and body results from the matrimonial
bonds that keep and hold antagonistic natures together, they would
have such unions continued until death for “‘the good of  society and
the preservation of the home,” unless one or the other was guilty of
adultery; and then, could they have their way, no divorced person
would be allowed to remarry.  That is the preacher’s idea of society as
it should be, because a fanatical® Jew pretending to voice the will
and. wishes of God 1900 long years ago, held such views. They
never stop to think nor seemingly to care, whatleffect unhappy and
improper marriages kave on society in the offspring that result from
the same, and which become component parts of the w}_loie;__and all
their lime and efforts are devoted to the enforcement of an inflexible rule
regardless of what follows. Believing that total depravity is  the
natural inheritance of all mankind, because the Bibl‘e asserts | that
damnable lie, they have no desire to investigate the important part

‘that unhappy and mismated parents play, in the production of brutal

traits and criminal tendencies in their children.. They shut their eyes
to the plainest facts in Nature and persist in holding on to 3cleas that
are deeply bedded in rank superstition. “We expect, iﬂld P. B

aﬁdolph, a man who made these questions a life study, Fhat devils
in hell will reproduce their species,” for he found that like begets
like under a natural law that cannot be escaped or avoided. So when
a wife has a natural aversion for a brutal and repellant husband, and
is forced to have children by him, common sense tells any. one it is.
a crime against Nature, But what do the preachers care about Nature
when they are trying to please a God they put back of her, wh?
once denounced and condemned his own work. A preacher ha§.r|t
sense enough to know that Nature is supreme In her own domains,
which include every spot and place n the universe; that ‘her laws
which are inexorable and immutable, are never affected or interfered
with by his phantom God, who plays no part outside of the Bible
in which alone he lives, moves and has his being, as a mental création.



f?nd yeL s_uch specimens of mankind assume to be its leadars and
elr)n B d Wlth_ all .fhe arrogance of their profession that the people
N mlL to th,elr Wi“_- Talk about the blind leading the blind, there
Is 30 etter Illustrah_on of such a thing than a preacher trying to direct
:‘:m iz’;ltfﬂé fhg: affairs of a natural world that he does not and cannot
things aiz ! .’?Caufe his time and attention are centered on spiritual
B stpzrltua causes.  He 1 forever and always trying to get
‘the iheliet t?'] utre, and is determined to ignore her and her laws, under
o inﬂuenca a sueprnatural Pgwer, which his prayers and pleadings
s th:l is ‘what does things. _Bi_lt the generating of human
el marriage state or out of it, is a natural process m which
morally aﬂldYsl-an:v llaart, and if the race is to be improved mentally,
i SP nYSllca ly to that extent which is possible, iron clad laws
o lzf S_avc?ry 3_Tld pervert Nature's laws must go. More
today, but th;s %5 emanded by every rational thinker in the world
i ]_cdergy are not in that category, so we still see them
check.  When {t‘ =0 [io speak, trying their best to: keep liberty 12
fathers and -th;‘e Salisbe Sh_DWH by indisputable fa::t_s._ that mismate
el E‘sfm lmamage are a curse and an injury to sociely
on the Perpnfuit 3 : B IShness_‘?‘nd folly to decry divorces and insist
of undesirable yro e Coﬂdlhons. And apart from the propagatiof
n the Object:u: ‘t)gen)f,ﬁthere is another cogent reason to be considerec
bondage, have a - rmslt marriages—the victims of all such, m lega
them,  Why ke g "ht to liberty and happiness which is denie
Year in year out? pCt em in mutual misery and make life a curse
and if fmep and‘wO an any goed reason _I:;e given for so doing? Nali
to please the preac}fen must live all their days in a matrimonial he
]IVing_ Think ';_L_.rs and then: Ged, they had better be dead t]Ta’ﬂ
e A n of living such a life as w led by the old lady s
ession after her hushand’s d as revealed by the o
of his coffin and went £ and’s death.  Said she, “'I sat at the hea
1s there | D and wept for hours but—the Ty W hat
e 1 such a marriae 3 y were tears of joy.
should any one decl nage to please a Christian’s God even, and .WhY
- Such an vnnatyg 1EC als dl.vorce an evi] wh_en it has power to terminat€
S al union of two human beings?

happiness? ‘Raer; eVllhanyWay? Is it that which makes or mars huma®
to brand diVOrCeszn das but one answer for this query, and it refuses
unhappy marriage sto %t.he preachers; on the contrary, it declares am
2 e an evil and the divorce which annuls 1t: 2

essing,  Pe -
mated, <q wl:’;leawgp seek divorces are never those who are happ! y
that life 1, orce is asked for we know without being 10

as become unendurable {

that love ig dead n the marriage state. It also s owWs

and when it is, and enly a legal bond remains '

)
keep a man and woman together, what rational idea can be adduced

for prolonging their companionship as husband and wife? When

divorces simply separate the incongenial and the incompatable, and
are excluded from all happy homes by the power of love, to connect
them with the word evil is foolish and absurd, and only a preacher

or one who looks through a preacher’s eyes, can see any trace of evil.

If only unhappy homes are destroyed by divorces, then to deny them,
means a desire o see such homes exist and the conditions that there
prevail.  No other view can be taken of the matter; so the preachers
in fighting divorces are helping to prolong bitter strife, heartaches,
regrets, gloom and despair.  They are also helping in an indirect

way to people the world with children born of lust instead of love,
and T will mention one case referred to by a woman writer dealing

‘with kindred subjects. A certain boy could never speak to his father

unless he turned his back to him, which he invariably did because
impelled to by some force in his nature. The reason for this peculiarity
lay in the fact that for months during the period of gestation his' father
and mother never spoke to each other. It may mot have been a
crime against God to so live under the “‘divine institution of marriage,”
also labelled a “‘sacrament,”. but it was to Nature, and ‘she resented
it, as she ever does and always will. | If we go lo the states prison
in Massachusetts we will find therein ‘a man sentenced to 'life im-
prisonment when a boy for committing murder, and his ‘mother admits
that she made him one because of the murderous thoughts and -feelings
his father inspired in her during pregnancy. The preachers of course
see 'in’ him ' evidence: of total depravity, and prove by the Bible he
came by it because of Adam’s fall in which we sinned all, so deficient
are they in reason and common sense, because of their theological
training which makes God and the Devil, between the_m. accountable
for all that occurs in this world. But let us not think these cases
mentioned are isolated ones, and the conditions that surround the
mother do not always influence the character of her offspring, for
they do, and no religious belief or ceremony at time of marriage
can prevent it. Jo live in @ domestic atmosphere of hatred and aver-
sion; to be in perpetual discord and inharmony, exerts an evil in-
fluence on unborn children that cannot be overestimated, and when
a desire is felt to get out of such conditions through the divorce
court, any one who opposes it is domg an injury’ to society instead
of a benefit; for society is composed of units, and Is just what they
make it in collectiveness. Ay s

The more happy and contented individuals are, the more certain
peace and harmony as a whole; so if that is what we all wish to
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views of marriage. St. Paul as we all l«:nm\_; stands next ll?l Jisrlrl:
as Christian authority, and he still does the thinking for unto nuch
bers of religious sapheads and nincompoaps, ~ When we'hear 50 mthe
about Christian marriage, let us see what Cl‘_nrlsnan authority says 011t ’
subject. Said this old wind bag: “It is good for a ma? D'i’ 2
touch a woman. I would that all men, were even as I myself. i
therefore to the unmarried and widows, it 1s good for them if _the:y Ic)"l tlter
even as I. But if they cannot contain let them marry, for it is “‘ﬁ b
o marry than to burn.” Here is the Christian idea of mamaFm-_
Don’t marry unless the fires of passion drive you to, and t}éen a
the sole purpose of physical relief. Here we see marriage condemn

: imal
in plain words, and then degraded by being placed on the anima
plare alone,

This old re

;  her and
probate evidently knew nothing of the higher an
refining forces of

: y chTINES
sex love; of the tenderness and affection that }U]l')l::ll:egﬂ
up and develops between those rightly sex mated; and for chi

; : nd
‘born and raised in happy  homes, where parental love could f
expression and be enjoved,

this idea of marriage correct,
not; and the fact that such
Testament, and have had
and conduct, explains w

or elevating as a moral fol‘ce? Certalllli
degrading ideas are found in the NF‘IC
their influence for ages on human be ‘e_
hy the world is steeped 1n gross senst_lahsm[to
day; and so many frying to live in accord with St. Paul’s views, !nr
marriage a failure; a delusion, and a snare. And so 1t will be e\;c‘n
to all who have no higher conception of love ‘and its latent forces; “i{ES
look upon woman as the degraded and sinful creature the B]bl? ma .
her to be, and op whom child birth was inflicted as a punishment.
mstead of being, as reason reveals, a perfectly natural thing-__ il ed
Whenever I hear Christians boasting of what. Christianity far
done for woman [ always want to throw the lie in their faces, Os
ber sex never had @ worse or more despicable enemy. On her “_rad
made to rest the sins of the world, and Nature’s way of rﬂpfﬂ‘ducfnz
the human species made her a creature so low and vile, that nothing

but the erace of their old he God could punify lLer. Said the New
England Primer in the g00

d old days when women were. tied to th(:
tail of a cart and publicly whipped in Massachusetts, “in sin did ‘;ﬂe
mother conceive me’’: and motherkood has never been anything eSu
! i“,the eves of Bible believing, orthodox Christians. And mark yo‘
this; every time the map in the pulpit refers to the immaculate C‘i’rfs
ception, he casts 5 stigma on motherhood and indirectly confirms D
belief that no child was eyer born purely and properly but Jesus.

S, d
t s a dirty insult to €very woman that lives, and they shoul

: s
he seems not to have had a thought. I

. lavery, so I am

{ their mental s 1

o ; not because o s that Nature's

L g‘ b'Ut ft heythci?n Any clergyman 'who esaif]sults the mother

fnoéglgodm(’f ;‘:olglin(:’r this earth 15 maCUllate ?. ﬁTPUJa;ts discredit on th_c

i . = merully . he 1s

TN th; libels ber sex sha the fact that 1

::];?l:sga;; t?-];ncbrl‘;;l:(;r he believes in, and ?;e’%l]fgmpson's colt. This

a bi. ger l"l:uc-)I with the prefix damn, than “;1 laces a higher estimate

TR e f the clergy or any man W Dclpes on Nature's works

'S my opion o manuscripts than he de aturated with sense-

Onda o of 01? jewh a man has becomedso Zson clearly 1s gone,

uc . e

s oo e b power o {hk ond re i

B W ay have on S he standpoin
and \\}:}h it 1w}mt l1tltl‘3T se;fen}ll:rr?ag-e and divorce from t

ow let us looxg

ews and their

sense; let us dyop thi'dcaing:]usiom. Love

of reason and common erned by facts in reac mgthe preachers admit

Phantom God and be go-‘e:,nf every marriage; iy, bridies a natural

1, or should be, the bf_isli.”ed by neglect and crue e which

e when lciwe 15th l} would still perpetuate the, It is nothing
eath, as it often does, they

love 1s.
ee what ; a man
\ : re let us ! s between a I
s rank inconsistency. T herefo that _exist

tion. emomalfn
; tary attrac law, cer ;
rnocr]e or less than ;11 ‘"Vzlunno n{ore be TﬂgUla‘,tef If:;, desire or by “’!‘DH
and a woman, and it ca d promissey e
: 5 an ) man,
or the lovers themselves I:gt‘plesdfzcorded by the “nilaﬂ;:tred are bot]&
. 3 ic condition : ove & i
Power, than climatic trolled by him. the because we must ann
Elade to order or _Coln and we love or : E;t}:er people. For a S::ir
eyond hllf_l'laff (:Dnli_'lo b the presence o 154 promise to love Titias
cannot avoid it, whuzf arriage ceremonys f the greatest absurdu '
O woman at time © n}i o F}art, R .D[hat attraction that rex;
Consort until cleatlj do the nv control ove! has died a natural deat
that prevails. Ne:tb_er }}:as SZnHS of cases it mimmol'tal in all Nature
them rogether: and‘ gt There is nothmgtbe}’ and they alone, EH:
85 mysteriously as it came;)] her movements: docs not disprove tha
eXCept the Jaws that contr cable. But this < long as they live, cimt
: i ong e
il R unChzng]ove each other ajmpl}’ shows that .*:\bsouu
Many wives and hushands of happiness; it Sdo not know when Yot
Marrj lemn s a source OF . - : fory YOULiLIc s
a Tage to FI'EITI_ o persons lT€ attraction felt fod from any
Certainty exists in 0 £l and pleasing I it should die 1%
arry that that power ;]l o;]v time can te “feel a growing hatreh Eiﬁd
will be long or Sho\:t, an nd you come 'ifi l;al;g together and skoow
OF il o atichs imentioned, @ . no longer )er any one else, can 3
aversion for ea}cll c()jtilei-'cby State, society, © ol your freedom
S¢parate. Neijther Church,

tr
: rer to con Lle: and the
ide pow . ensible; an
I for any outs icious and indef
Your rea] feelings; so te, is wrong, Vi¢l
e
© marry or to separate

Y R



effort to do so since the dawn of human history has been productive
of more evil than good, of more misery than joy; and it always will
be so. Liberty is the natural birthright of every human being that
walks this earth, and that right should permit men ard women 1o
mate at will and to separate the same way. If such liberty existe
todag{ fiomes would not be abolished and society would be just as
cohesive as it now is, the preacher’s ill-founded fears to the contrary.
Mgn and women will mate as long as the race survives; and voluntary
unicns excel enforced ones from every rational and natural viewpoint-
It a man and woman love each other vou cannot drive them apart
if they do not they should not be forced to endure each other's com’
panionship in home life. The dearest spot on this earth to norma
men and women is the home; and to live in one of their own, with a
loved aond loving sex mate, is the dream and the hope of all whe
have ot attained the same. So all this senseless talk of divorces
reaking up home:_s and disintegrating society, is so foolish and silly only

preachers and their dupes use it or believe it. Society 1s full of goo
men  and gocd women living together without the formality of 2
stategior mhg.lous ceremony, and in Eurcpean countries and other
Cathphc lo(_;allties where few divorces are granted, the number is large
ﬁljd‘ ”_‘C:ﬂssmg- Supposing everybody was living likewise, who woul
P o oot S S e
fothe 5; at weuld show up would be the loss of marriage 1I€€S
Bt T Tl oy T
i L . <oty an : then we see why those pr1l Pl
eaters and Dreacbirsa l:jll'l‘(;erlfi greift A8 ighty, gacd gne fmt ke

AN e 1 ave always known it. Now let us ta
A r iﬂ;ew of this humbug marniage from the hold-’em-by-law view”
ic?oit.l*oudse- TC;j:nt nlf“:jpaper article tells ’how the license clerk at our
Eaiy [ olten shudders, whep he thinks of the probable future
ju turcs trat will attend the union of the man and woman he has
}m:rriri:ted a license to marty.  Why should he shudder? Because
human Beiili\zle:h;uléﬂan- rlfhrs over the person of his wife that no
Of marriage laws he c::qezo;nar‘;-?t G‘IET another, and under d-je protecllgg
% el e o e if.l' “H‘?t‘-ages that would send him to the Pot
b St I\Ean-i n 1tcte} on a woman the law had 1}65
ol ownership since he got ]—'ag?; .co h-ef. man has qlways been a Spea];e
bas had more power over II‘S IITE ik by, (orctble ceptise, and 11'
have obtained over a wom o atd bealih,than he_ could evet
sensitive and refined womin - 6(\11'1}' other manner. Marriage has pur
sincey (et ten i el cler the control of brutal men eve
nstitution’” was established, and marital excesses

and Rooseveltian child bearing have put more women In premature
8raves or the invalid’s chair, than tight-lacing, over-eating, ignorance
of natural laws and all the calamities fate sends to human beings. ‘When
the law gives a man the right to say she is “‘my wife,” with it goes
the virtual right to say, also, she is my sex slave; and unless he
'aPpens to get a virago who outclasses him in individuality, he is not
slow as a yle to demand his rights and to get them, On thle other
and, mothing is more pitiable than a hen pecked husband who is a
Standing apology for being on earth; and we are all familiar ‘with
such weak-kneed: brothers who have been completely subdued by that
Untuly member, a woman's tongue: As Balzac informs us, love ‘and
Marriage as known to the world, “'is the romance of hell, hencz. the
Iense clerk’s shudder.  And yet some preacher is always rea ylto
e the knot, and until death recently removed him, and old preac fr
"€ar the court: house lived off from marrage fees. And up in the
morth part of the state a preacher admits employing a young “fOl'ﬂ;‘_n
S A capper, to steer the would-be victims of wedlock over to his
Ssidence that he may tie them up and get paid for so doing. I;Ie says

1S merely ysing modern business methods in his profession, la.n see‘m‘g
to think all right, as did a preacher in Vermont who lately mar;xe
WIS Womanbios negro, and then accused God of joining them

logethey. So anything goes. and everything 15 sacred if a preache_r
DEI'forms l] > x

: eri-
he ceremony. This license clerk has }eadllm;_my _vif;m: li:ﬁjery
P& and it js his ep‘inio‘n that while marriage at advallfézs ’

'® are many cases where disaster can be seen i a :

b n his opinjon 40 per cent of marriages are failures and mistakes,
Dut 3

]I} t}le judgment Of \-\'(.’.ll infm’mecl peop]e ‘VI]O l'{l'lOW' the “'Ol'}d

i - s gt ut granting for argument he s
right a;‘dhihi—'s c}t?:r Ogoh;)ser-_s‘t:g::t:;e Easor%abl}’ happy_m tl"el_l‘ bond'sii
Y a seething, restless, ‘wretched mass of human‘lty §0c1e}l};1 ts_h
Phtains,  And above and over it all; we find 'd}el plxleac. :,]rs ‘;’]E]:}g
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To my mind it is not, and as long as the Bible idea that Nature’s
method of peopling this world is low, vile and sinful, such will
always be the case: for though the Virgin Mary had seven children or
‘more, every orthodox clergyman living, professes to beliere that Jesus
alone was born without. sin and iniquity, because he did not have a

human father, And this rotten nonsense is still taught by the black
coats with solemn phiz, and believed by multitudes of sap heads, who
are loo credulous to doubt and too cowardly to think where not pre-
vented by bejng incapable. ut time is tao limited to go' further into
this matter; which hag been brought up to show what perfect fools
the preachers are, or what consummate knaves; for only one or the
other would be sullty of teaching such trash.  And these enemies, these
opponents of Nature and the laws of life, are the dominant force
n society yet, for the regulation of our marnage ‘ard ‘divorce laws.
Are they the Preper persons:to control and decide such matters? Most
assuredly not, and enlightened public opinion should relegate them
to the rear with their WOIn out superstition and the idiotic ideas that
go with it.  [f marriage is to remain 4 feature of civilization and statute
laws are to continue as a binding force i wedlock, twor things should
be done for the goed of bumanity. The law should make it harder
to get married and easier to get divorced, for by so doing a vast
amount of misery rould be prevented apd destroyed. We have ha‘cf
easy marriages and hard divorces long enough, which is the preacher’s
idea, and it is time for a change, It is impossible to find a sensible
reason for keeping a map and woman legally tied in marriage where
thery don't want to be, for besides being an injury and'a bardshk'p
to them. no one else is benefitted ip, any way. ‘There is nothino in this
world for which a divorce should be granted more guickly than in-
compatability, ff’" out of that springs in many ways the manifestations
of the warst things in humap nature.  Whep husband' and wife have

nothing in common. ard . theijr naluresyicannotiblend jand: harmonizes
when natural antacorism and aversion ig
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us icok at this argument about divorces brea le who could not live
cody knows that hundreds of mal’rlﬁd hpoer{;ls is already brokenl up.
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giﬁsh‘ir;ni;nrigh;ly settled, it will not be by I:hg;‘: ﬂlla;riﬁge and di\xorce
should b using comomn sense based on hu » but by rationa men
E e our guide at all times in every affa; man experience, whic

r of life.

Incorporated June 17th, 1905.
PURPOSE: To disseminate truth, enlighten ignorance and dissi-

pate superstition.
SCOPE: Science, Philosophy, Ethics,
MEANS: Forty-five minute lectures,
ﬁve—mlllute speeches. Floor free to all.
MOTTOES: Agitation promotes education.
sacred to be investigated.
PLATFORM: The Nine Demands of Liberalism.
b 1. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical property shall
e 1o longer exempt from taxation. :
2. ‘We demand that the employment of chaplains in Congress, 1n
the legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in prisons, asylums, and a
Other ll'lstitutigns 5upp0rted by [l‘]e publlc money, shall be diSC.OﬂtlnLled.
3: We demand that all public appropriations for educational an
charitable institutions of a sectarian character shall cease.

We demand that all religious services now sustained by th.e o
ernment shall be abolished; and especially that the use of the Bible in
the public schools, whether ostensibly as a text-hook, or avowedly as a

OiEk of religious worship, shall be prohibited.
Uk ¢ demand that the appointment, by

lf_llt'Ed'State s, or by the Governors of the various States,
religious festivals and fasts shall wholly cease.

We demand that the judicial oath in the courts,

Religion, Sociology.
followed by questions and

No subject can be too

of all the

in all other

departments of the government shall be abolished, and that simple affir- |{-¢

Mation under the pains and penalties of perjury "hall be established in
its stead,
ob 7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing the
servance of Sunday as the Sabbath <hall be repealed- g
tian’" We.demand that all laws looking to the enforceﬁlell;xt 0 - n::ii
to n{ morality shall be abrogated and that all laws sha edcqn e
liben; requirements of natural morality, equal rights and 1mPa
S 9. We demand that not only in the Constitution of th_e_UmFecl
tates and of the several states, but also in the practical administration
of the same, no privilege or advantage shall be conce ed to Chr:sham]?'
or any other special religion; that our entire political system shall be
ounded and administered on a purely secular basis; an wha_levial_r
changes shall prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, unflinch-
nely and' promptly made.
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